
Attachment – Additional Questions for the Record for Mr. Little 

 

 

The Honorable Joseph R. Pitts 

 

1. You’ve had 3 different MA plans. Do you feel like you have more choices or fewer 

choices today than 5 years ago when you enrolled? 

 

At 65, I had four Medicare Advantage plans to choose from that were well-known and 

offered prescription drugs at no additional cost. Now, in Virginia Beach, there is only one 

of these plans. 

 

2. Under traditional Medicare without a supplemental policy, seniors could face financial 

ruin due to the unpredictable cost-sharing from unexpected illness or hospitalization. Yet 

Medicare Advantage plans offer seniors catastrophic protection. Do you feel like your 

MA plan gives you peace of mind at a low cost? 

 

Most definitely. Medicare Advantage works with the providers and gets the lowest prices 

for beneficiaries. 

 

3. What would have happened to you if you’d had a health episode and weren’t on an MA 

plan? 

 

Since age 65, I estimate I’ve had approximately $750,000 in medical bills. My total out 

of pocket expenses with Medicare Advantage was about $500. 

 

4. How would you feel/what would you do if you lost the MA plan you have today? 

 

I don’t think I could afford regular Medicare plus adding Medigap to get similar coverage 

to what I’ve have with Medicare Advantage. 

 

5. Before Obamacare passed, President Obama told us that Americans who liked the health 

care plan they had would be able to keep it. However, the Medicare Actuary in 2010 

projected that by 2017, enrollment in MA would be about HALF of what it would 

otherwise be. And we are seeing those cuts take place. So, many seniors who like their 

MA plan might not be able to keep it. Do you feel like the President kept his word on this 

issue? 

 

Absolutely not. 

 

6. According to the Congressional Budget Office, Obamacare cut more than $300 B from 

the MA program to spend on new government programs not for seniors. Do you think 

that is fair? How does that make you feel? Do you feel like lawmakers who supported 

Obamacare are keeping their promise to protect our nation’s seniors if they let these cuts 

go through? 

 



Thankfully my MA plan worked with my providers to lower payment and . But my 

general physician has said if it’s any lower, he will have to drop out of the program as 

many physicians have already done.  

 

7. Can you describe what your plan has done for you recently that you think may prevented 

a hospitalization or from returning to the hospital? 

 

Every January, I go to my general physician, cardiologist, and pulmonary doctor, and 

every five years, my colonoscopy doctor. These visits monitor conditions I have, and 

helps prevent disease progression and manages my health.  This year, my Medicare 

charges would have been $975. With Medicare Advantage, my only out of pocket cost 

was $35 for the cardiologist.  


